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Bushwise newsletter  
Semester 3  
Mahlahla Campus  
 
The third semester started with a practical driving exam at the local municipal driving 
exam offices and yard. All students need their South African driving license and a 
PDP (Professional Driving Permit) to be able to do their placement at a lodge. 
Unfortunately proof of proficiency to be able to drive with a foreign driving license is 
not enough to be allowed to drive with guests at a lodge. We were prepared to spend 
a lot of time this semester on the test ground and at exams.  This time it turned out to 
be less time consuming. With help of the local driving school we managed to get all 
students pass at first go. A major achievement of the students especially when you 
consider that the exam is completely different than back home and sometimes 
uncertain in its process and outcome.  
 

 
Rifle practical at Mica shooting range 
 
This semester we also started to make our way forward with shooting the big caliber 
rifle which field guides use on the job. Everyone was enjoying shooting the rifle and 
Mark did a great job explaining all parts of handling a rifle safely and effectively.  
 
Our game drives in Makalali sometimes turn out to be as thrilling as can be. We had 
another special sighting this semester. This time a female cheetah caught and killed 
an impala ram in front of our game viewer. After eating her belly full the cheetah 
decided to leave the carcass. Around fifty vultures flew in from nowhere to feed on 
the impala. Black-backed jackals were circling the scene as well. Within 3 hours 
there was no Impala left and no trace of the struggle. Every part of the impala was 
utilized and recycled in the ecosystem. It was a great opportunity for us to learn how 
cheetah’s hunt but also to see how other animals are dependent on each other for 
their food and survival.  
 

 
Full of blood from the impala kill 
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The summer kicked in this semester and we had some very hot days where the 
temperature was above 40 C. With the increase in temperature all the insects and 
reptiles reappeared. No rains yet but the trees are getting their leaves back with 
superb bright flowering displays of the knobthorns (Acacia nigrescens). In one of the 
knobthorns we found this large Flap-Necked Chameleon. It’s our very first of the 
summer season. We can’t wait to see the bush changing its colors and its smells. 
 

 
Our first Chameleon of the summer! 
 
This semester we covered a lot of different topics in the classroom. We went through 
birds, insects, arachnids, amphibians, weather & climate, VPDA and Botany. This 
way we have our hands free to do more practical exercises in our 4th semester and 
prepare ourselves for the assessment drives and FGASA Level1 theory exam. We 
are also planning to finish our African mural painting on the entrance wall of 
Bushwise Mahlahla campus. Design of the mural is courtesy of our student, Sean.  
Plus we are finally sowing the seeds in our veggie garden. I can’t wait to start with 
that! 
 
 
The third semester has flown by and during this semester Ilze transferred her 
activities for Bushwise to Shirell. Ilze has started an ice cream shop in Kampersrus 
but supplies us as well with delicious ice creams! I want to thank Ilze for the great job 
she did in the last three years. It has been a pleasure working together. She has 
been very important for the start-up and the smooth running of our school(s).  
Some students are starting to visit their placement opportunities during the week off, 
to get a preview of their place. Some are staying at camp to relax at the pool. We had 
a lot of fun this semester and I look forward seeing everyone back at camp. 
 
Robin van den Berg and the Bushwise team 
 
www.bushwise.co.za 
office@bushwise.co.za 
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Semester 3  
Garonga Campus  

 
Refreshed after a good week-long break, the students arrived back at Garonga 
Farmhouse full of enthusiasm and rearing to go. We kicked off the week with a guest 
presentation by Brendan Pienaar, who arrived on the first afternoon, armed with his 
telescope and with astronomy on the brain. He gave us a great star presentation on 
the airstrip followed by a look through the telescope at various features of the night 
sky. 
 
The rest of the week we concentrated on birds. We finished the theory over two 
sessions in the class and had a lot of practical time out in the bush identifying birds. 
This culminated in Big Birding day where the two groups competed in seeing the 
most birds during the course of a day. Group B came out winners with 99 species 
seen, pretty good considering the migrants had yet to arrive. 
 

 
The beautiful Lilac-Breasted Roller 
 
The following week we covered Fish theory down on the Makhutswi River. During the 
lecture, we had a few fishing lines in the water, which interrupted us constantly as we 
pulled in catfish after catfish. This gave us the opportunity to physically examine the 
fish as we discussed it. 
We concluded the week with the Reptile theory section and a day doing reserve-
based tasks – removing alien vegetation and sprucing up the birdbath at the back of 
the house with dead-wood perches, riversand and river-rocks. 
 
The third week of the semester was focused on insects and other arthropods. We 
managed to keep the theory to two classroom sessions and spent the rest of the 
week out bugging – catching, Identifying and examining all the creepy-crawleys we 
could find. 
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A Horned Baboon Spider 
 
The last week was a little disjointed as Sean and myself headed to Johannesburg for 
various reasons while Robin from the Mahlahla campus came over to replace us for 
the week. Robin covered weather and climate with the students while they presented 
the biomes subject to each other in the form of presentations. 
 
Most days in-between theory sessions we would head out into the bush on drives or 
walks, which provided us with a multitude of great wildlife sightings. Highlights 
included Lions with cubs down on the river, elephant bulls in and around camp, a 
number of cheetah sightings and the arrival of the first few avian migrants of the 
season.  
 

 
Elephant Bull sighting 
 
Another successful semester, with only 2 more to go before the students leave us as 
fully qualified, hopefully fully-functional young field guides. 
 
Wayne Te Brake 
Bushwise Field Guides, Garonga 
 


