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Bushwise newsletter  
Semester 4  
Mahlahla Campus  
 
The fourth semester saw the end of our structured classroom lectures. This 
semester we covered the last few modules including Biomes, Grasses and 
then ending off with conservation and culture. The students wrote their final 
Bushwise Exam midway through the semester and began their studies for 
assessment drives and FGASA level 1. Average results for the Bushwise 
course were calculated on the completion of the final Bushwise exam, and we 
are proud to announce that all students passed with great results. 
 
Ross Kettle, the Warden of Makalali Game Reserve, enlightened us on the 
effects of hunting, tying in nicely with our newly completed conservation 
lecture and exam. Ross managed to start quite a debate with our students, 
Graham in particular, on the consequences of hunting. It was all in all, an 
informative presentation and I think our students were greatly enlightened on 
issues that perhaps had not yet crossed their minds.  
 
This semester, most of our student completed their Advanced snake handling 
course at Khamai Reptile Park. There were many a tale about carefully 
removing Black Mambas out trees and wrestling huge Rock Pythons. 
Everyone seemed very pleased with the course, and after a long day of 
handling snakes and with smiles on their faces, many photos and stories were 
shared about the day’s heroic actions! 
 

 
A Mozambique Spitting Cobra 
 
Rifle Handing was an ongoing topic which had to be completed this semester, 
with a few more students managing to obtain their advanced rifle handling 
certification. Everyone wrote their SASSETA examination (to obtain a Police 
Clearance Certificate to allow a person to handle a rifle), with all passing. We 
can officially say that Rifle Handling is now done and dusted, with great 
results achieved all round. 
 
Two Kruger National Park trips were enjoyed this semester, with a third trip 
coming up at the beginning of next semester. On the first trip all of the Big 
Five were seen, complemented by exceptional bird life on the day. The 
second trip almost yielded the Big Five, but the elusive leopards continued to 
maintain its secretive ways. Perhaps in the third trip?  
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We are pleased to say that our entrance wall is almost complete. Thanks to 
Sean Dando, our British student with fantastic artistic ability, we have amazing 
drawings up of an Elephant, Hyena and a Giraffe, with a Fish Eagle, Barn Owl 
and Wooly-Necked Stork soon to be completed. 
 
The assessment drives thus far have yielded great results with all our 
students passing with flying colours. Students need to pass their FGASA level 
1 exam and assessment drives in order to obtain their Level 1 certification. 
Assessment drives reflect the student’s ability to complete a successful “guest 
drive”. With a combination of all the knowledge they have obtained on the 
course, practically and theoretically, the students take “Guests” (other 
students) out on a full game drive, including pre-drive drinks,  drinks stops, 
guest questions (and answering them!), showing their knowledge on the 
creatures they encounter etc. Some students were lucky enough to encounter 
Cheetah and Hyena amongst the usual mammals. We are holding thumbs for 
the remainder of the students yet to do assessment drives next semester.  
  

 
 
A Cheetah having a lazy afternoon. 
 
 
Bush dinners have also been a highlight of this semester. Students have been 
spilt up into three groups, of which each group hosts the other. Formal table 
settings, decorations and hosting have to be included in each outdoor dinner. 
So far, two groups have completed Bush dinners, with the third completing 
theirs next semester. We were all-round impressed with their efforts.  
 
Finally, we have had our first rains for the season, to the relief of many people 
and animals, I am sure! The rains started off with a bang, literally! A huge 
storm which swept across the area included lightning, thunder and a few 
flooded areas, managing to scare a few students, however, the appearance of 
new-born animals soon after, shows us exactly how gentle mother nature can 
be (as well as vicious!).  The semester was ended off with the writing of the 
long-awaited FGASA level one exam. We are happy to announce that yet 
again, our students passed with flying colours and managed a 100% pass 
rate. 
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A young hyena cub…one of the many new arrivals! 
 
Until next time. 
 
Charles Delport  
charles.delport@gmail.com  
office@bushwise.co.za 
 
 
Semester 4  
Garonga Campus  
 
Our semester started on a serious foot, preparation for our national FGASA 
level 1 theory exam and the final assessment drives that were to be done this 
semester, a platform to show the skills and knowledge we have acquired 
during the course. 
 
We started the first class on South African History and culture, then 
amphibians alas no rain so we will wait for the rains to awaken the creatures 
and we will then complete our frogging practicals. 
 

 
 
The frogs took a liking to this student! 
 
 
The learners also completed the SASSETA rifle qualification, and some 
completed the Advanced Rifle Handling FGASA shooting assessments. 
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The game drive practical assessments went very well with all the learners 
passing and some incredible sightings to remember: Million a large male lion 
played his role perfectly whilst Paul was doing his assessment, Million was 
calling just a few meters from the vehicle, when he broke his vocalisation to 
move right beside the vehicle and complete his early morning toilet duties. A 
fresh carnivore dropping does not smell so pleasant when placed literally 
under your nose. 
 

 
It’s over there!!!! 
 
The FGASA level 1 exam was written with a 100% pass. Fantastic work. Well 
done chaps. 
 
To pay homage to our success of a 100% pass rate, the rains arrived and so 
did the frogs, So naturally we donned our head torches and went frogging, we 
caught and identified 7 species, then very carefully released them to continue 
there beautiful and very loud calling. 
 
The students are now off for a few days. A well deserved rest, and time to 
refuel in preparation for the following semester. 
 
 
Regards Sean and Wayne.  
sean@bushwise.co.za  
office@bushwise.co.za  


