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Semester 4 has arrived, with plenty to do! We started off our semester as
always, with a camp cleanup, and a lecture in the afternoon, on weather and
climate. Other lectures covered this semester, included history and culture and
conservation management, and guess what.....? This was officially the last
lecture of the course.....so with the lectures out of the way, only one thing
remained, get the tests out the way too! The only bushwise test left is on VPDA
(viewing potentially dangerous animals) which will be left until later, serving as
good preparation for those writing the trails guide exam at the end. And speaking
of that, everyone completed their sasseta rifle competency tests this semester.

This semester was full of Game drives, as we had to prepare everyone for those
dreaded assessment drives coming up soon. All the driving has definitely paid off
sightings wise, with plenty of elephants around, rhino a few times, plenty of
cheetah, lions on a fairly frequent basis, and even an awesome leopard, feeding
on an impala along with her cub, a mere 10m away from us!!!

| think for everybody the sighting that stood out most was after heading to town
one day, we saw a male lion, called Million along the fence line and on Game
Drive that afternoon, it was clear, we are going to find him again! Both groups
headed up the fence to where he was spotted the morning, only one problem...
he was not there, after about half an hour of searching, we found him coming out
from a thicket where he was spotted earlier, now laying down about a meter off
the road, staring straight at us. Very relaxed we watched him for quite a while,
after which he stood up, and walked past us, as if we were never even there,
passing about a meter from both groups, and continued down the road, as we
followed him.

Million Sighting



As the second week came upon us, and with the tests out of our way, we are now
focusing on a test of a different kind, assessment drives, or the practical tests.
This is the part where students take what they have learnt over the last few
months, and show us what they can do. Steve broke the ice for us, and set a
really good example, and all the drives for the rest followed with more or less the
same results, so everybody is happy with the outcomes up to now, with only 3
drives left, we hope their examples will be followed.

We did break the routine from all the assessment drives with an all day birding
day, where the only aim was to tick off as many species possible. That afternoon
was spent relaxing in the shade of a couple of huge Sycamore Figs along the
river , and once it cooled off enough, we headed back out again with the winning
team recording roughly 103 different species for the day, not bad.

Relaxing lunch along the river.

The third week was spent on assessment drives, game drives and walks, and
loads and loads of studying for the nearing FGASA exam.

Placements are a hot topic around camp this semester as final decisions are
being made about who goes where, and when?

The fourth Semester was ended on the day everyone has hoped would come, the
dreaded FGASA level one exam.....So on that note, good luck to all our students!

Charles Delport and the Bushwise team, Mahlahla
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This semester we have concentrated all the exams that our students need to go
through to become a real field guide. Rifle Assessments, Game drive assessments
and the BIG FGASA level 1 theory test is on the program. Enough things to make our
knees tremble and hand and palms sweaty! So we started this semester off with a
bit of fun and games to improve the team spirit and forget about the exams to come.
The instructors set up the playfield. Unfortunately the rope was not strong enough for
our tug-of-war competition but our egg-run was the big hit of the day with group A
beating group B in a very tight race.

The winning egg-race team; Group Al

The Advanced Rifle handling exam went very well. Half of the group passed the
advanced level and the simulated charge. Normally the averages are much lower, so
this time; Super! Well done! This semester we said goodbye to our lovely cook,
Rosemary who is going on maternity leave. We will miss her but in the meantime her
sister "lris” has taken over in an incredible way. Lucky us. So we are still enjoying
delicious scents coming out of the kitchen every day!

We threw Rosemary a baby shower and for most of us men, this was exciting as it
was our first baby-shower. Two students dressed themselves up as babies but
Rosemary was not very impressed and kept unwrapping the gifts we bought her as
baby oils, Nappies, baby food, baby clothes etc... Thanks Rose!

Rosemary’s baby shower

During Assessment time we had some first class sightings of Cheetah, Leopard,
Elephant but especially Lion. The Lions were often on our own doorstep. All around
the airstrip! What a privilege to hear them interact and see them from our doorstep.



We made some great shots of the Lion cubs who are now almost 12 months old and
very playful under the eye of the two adult females. The big adult male; “Kalahari”
was often babysitting the cubs while the females where out hunting. One night they
almost caught “our” Blue Wildebeest friend.... Fortunately “Solo” just managed to
escape the lion claws. This time...

Makutswi pride lion cub

What a great semester this had been! We all enjoyed it tremendously. We decided to
end the semester with a sleep-out on Pangolin Pass in Garonga. Wayne made us a
delicious traditional South-African dish. The Potjie! It was filled with vegetables,
spices and well-cooked Francolins plus a Guinea fowl or two. We ate our bellies
round and slept under the African sky.

We end this semester with the FGASA Level 1 exam — so good luck students! After
that we are all off to go our separate off-week ways. One group of students is going
to Tofo, Mozambique to scuba-dive, others are flying to Cape town. The farmhouse is
going to be very quiet but in a week we will be back for our fifth and last semester.
Then we will be counting down for the biggest sporting event on the planet; the
World-cup football. Most of us have bought tickets so will be in the center of the
party. Looking forward to that!!
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